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place of the hand-made tweeds but on account of its cheap-
ness and superior finish prevented the sale of the Indian mill-
made cloths of the same type manufactured from virgin wool.
The woollen industries of some of the important compe-
titors of the Indian industry like Japan, Germany, Italy and
Poland will not be in a position to export substantial quntities
of goods for some years to come after the cessation of hosti-
lities. This period will provide an opportunity to the Indian
woollen industry to annex this important slice of the home
market for extending the scope of its operations. For achiev-
ing this object the Indian industry should take up the manu-
facture of cheaper articles by mixing other textile materials
with wool. The recommendation of the Tariff Board in this
connexion is significant as they were strongly in favour of mix-
tures in the articles of superior quality. The report says:
'There is, so far as we know, no valid reason, except the diffi-
culty of specialization, why the Indian mills should refrain
from making these mixtures,., .There is a great and increas-
ing demand for mixed fabrics throughout the world, and the
indications are that this demand has come to stay.,, .Rayon
and staple fibre production is always creating new records.
All this indicates that the long continued reliance on the
natural qualities of pure wool for clothing is breaking down.
Fashion is rejecting the claim of pure wool to be a superior
product and in India climate supports fashion. If the mixture
of other fabrics with wool is to be a factor of increasing impor-
tance in the industry, we consider that this branch of manu-
facture should be treated on its merits, and not regarded as a
mere unwarranted competitor with pure wool. In this in-
stance the industry must conform to the dictates of fashion,
if it is to progress. Mixtures are not manufactured only in
order to achieve cheapness but more often in response to de-
mand/0 The scope of such mixtures is likely to be widened in
future with the progress in the development of synthetic
plastics. They can be employed to impart to rayon fibre the
resilience of wool and to cotton fabrics the stability of a high*
class worsted.7
6  Report of the  Indian Tariff Board on Woollen Textile Industry
(1935), pp. 62-3.
7  Indian Textile Journal, June 1942, p, 249,